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ANNUAL MEETING. 



The American Education Societt held its Forty-Fonrth Annual 
Meeting in the Rooms of the Society, No. 15 Cornhill, Boston, May 



In the absence of the President, the Vice President, Henry Hill, 
Esq., presided. 

The meeting was opened with prayer, by Eev. Eufus Anderson, 
D. D., of Boston. 

The Records of the last Annual Meeting were read by the Sec- 
retary. 

The Treasurer submitted his Report, which was read and accepted. 

The Forty-Fourth Annual Report of the Directors was presented 
by the Secretary, and, on motion, it was 

Vbltd, That the reading of the Report be dispensed with, and that an 
abstract of the same be read at the public meeting to-morrow. 

The Officers of the Society for the ensuing year were then chosen. 

Article First, Chapter Fifth of the Rules of the Society, was 
amended in accordance with the recommendation of the Directors, 
at their meeting April II, I860, by striking out the words, " or has 
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4 ANNUAL HESTINQ. 

pursued classical studies for at least two years." The Article, aa 
iima amended, is as follows : 

"No person sbsll be considered a candidate for assistance until lie ia 
fitted to enter colle^ ; nor until he has been a profeBsor of religion one 
year ; and has attained to sixteen yeaia of age." 

The meeting then adjourned to meet to-morrow, at 9 o'clock, A. M., 
to attend the public services of the Forty-Fourth Anniversary, in the 
Central Church, 



TcBSDAY, Mat 29. — ^The Society met according to adjournment, 
Henrt Hill, Esq., Vice Ftesident, in the chair. 

Rev. Altan Bontj, D. D., of Norwich, Ct., offered prayer. , 

An abstract of the Annual Report was read by the Secretary. 

A Discourse was then delivered by Rev. Andrew L. Stone, of 



After singing a hymn, the public services were closed with the 
benediction, by Rev. Dr. Bond. 



On motion of Rev. Samuel H. Riddel, of Boston, 
Voted, That the Report, an abstract of which has been read, be accepted, 
and that it be printed under the direction of the Executive Conunittee. 

On motion of Hon. John Aiken, of Andover, Mass., 

Voted, That the thanks of the Society be presented to Rev. Asurew L. 

Stone, for his able Discourse, and that a copy be requested, to be printed 

with the Annual ReporL 

Adjourned. 
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FOKTY-FOrilTH ANNUAL REPORT 



DIEECTOES. 



In presenting their Fokty-foueth Annual Report, the Direc- 
tors of the American Education Society would first of all render 
thanks to God for the measure of success with which he has beea 
pleased to crown their efibrts for the year which has just closed. In 
some important particulars, this has been a year of signal pros- 
perity in our work, A larger number of young men have been 
assisted than in any year since 1842. We have begun to feel the 
rising wave lirom the revivals of two years ago. And though we 
have to some extent been crippled ia our resources, and obliged to 
cut short the supplies to the young men under our care, still we 
have occasion for thankfulness that the great and beneficent ends 
for which the Society was established have been essentially secured. 
In one instance only we have been compelled to make a partial ap- 
propriation oi fifteen, instead of twenty dollars. Sut though this is 
more favorable than our condition one year ago, it is fer below our 
hopes and expectations. The plan which was set on foot last year 
for increased appropriations has thus far entirely failed. We have 
had, with our large number of beneficiaries, more than we could do 
to keep the sum up to the old standard. It has been, and is now, 
the strong conviction of our Board, that the churches ought to give 
us the power of bestowing one hundred dollars a year, instead of 
eighty, upon the young men receiving our aid ; and last year, at 
the Annual Meeting of the Society, the Directors were authorized 
to take this advanced step, if in their judgment it would be safe 
and practicable. But so far &om having to meet this question, the 
Directors, at almost every quarterly meeting during the year, have 



n,s,t,.,.d.:, Google 
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had to considet the graver queetioa, whether, in view of the con- 
dition of the Treasury, it were safe to make even a full appropria- 
tion, according to our former measure. 

The Directors are fondly hoping for a time when they can give 
to the young men upon the list of the Society twenty-Jive dollars a 
quarter. It is our settled conviction, that a sum less than this is 
too small for the object in view. The young man who receives 
this has twice this same sum to raise in some way every quarter, by 
his own efibrts, and we know full well that he will be taxed and 
burdened enough to develop his own energies in securing for him- 
self what will be needed after he has received our gift. The ex- 
penses of a public education have so far increased, since our rule 
upon this subject was first formed, many years ago, that the larger 
sum now will not be equal to the smaller sum then. We have for 
the past year done what we could ; but we have been far enough 
from stepping upon that higher platform, which we hoped at the 
beginning of the year to reach. 

There have been no changes in our Board, either by resignation 
or death. 

State of the Treasun/. 

Under this head we give only the moat general summary, refer- 
ring the reader to the ' Treasmer's Report ' for a more full and 
detailed view of our financial condition. 

The aggregate of our receipts and expenditures for the year 
ending April 30, 1860, is as follows : 

Receipts from DonatioiiB, Legacies, &c., . 
Balance on hand at beginning of the year, 



923,738.65 
SS,910Jtl 



Total available funds, 
Disbursements during the year, 

Balance in Treasury, April 30, 1860, 

Our April appropriation entirely exhausted our funds, and the 
small balance now in the Treasury is firom subsequent income. 
It is, however, a very small balance, imd entirely inadequate to 
meet the appropriation in July, unless it shall be promptly and 
lai^ly increased. It is not to be denied that our Treasury labors. 
The increase of our income is in no adequate degi'ee keeping pace 
with the increase of beneficiaries. Our annual income is not 
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materially larger than it was tea years ago, while our beneficiaries 
are a hundred more than then. The burden falls upon the young 
men. We cannot bestow upon them what we have not to give, 
and our only relief is in partial appropriations. Several of this 
kind we have had to make within the past three years, and we 
have another in immediate prospect, unless the churches come to 
our help. 

No one can allege that the money is expended, in any undue 
measure, in carrying on out operations. Of the $23,910.21 
(leaving out balance now in Treasury) actually expended, $20,315 
went directly to the students. Only a little more than eleven 
per cent of the whole was used for all our expenses, rent, print- 
ing, salaries, &c. We have desired to keep the Society upon the 
most economical basis possible, and there are probably very few 
Societies where eo small a percentage of the income goes for gen- 
eral purposes. Knowing how much complaint there is among the 
churches, that so much money should bo paid by the benevolent 
Societies for ^ency, we have tried, from year to year, to have feith 
that our motives and the general plan of out operations would be 
appreciated, as we know in some measure they are. At the same 
time, it is hard to abide by a principle tf this kind, which is not 
more productive of good results. 

It is true there is a sUght and gradual improvement. Ouc 
greatest deficiency the past year, taking the general feet for a guide, 
is in the department of legacies — a very uncertain and unreliable 
source of income, varying largely from year to year. In this de- 
partment we have fallen much below the average, while in direct 
donations from the churches, and especially the churches out of 
Massachusetts, there has been a slight increase. This is a good 
omen, but not good enough to banish our fears. A larger number 
of churches than usual have contributed, as we shall show under 
another head. But there is a most pressing call for an immediate 
and large advance. Let us hope that the churches will respond 
promptlyto this call, and relieve our Treasury from the burden 
resting upon it. 

Number of Cartdidates assisted. 

We have aided, during the past year, from our Treasury in Sos- 
ton, three hundred and seventy-two candidates for the ministry. 
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who liave pursued their studies in conaecdon with the following 
institutions : 



Andover 93 

Bangor 37 

East Windsor, . . 21 
Yale, .... 8 
Chicago, .... 1 

Total, ... 160 

COLLBOEa. 

Amherst, ... 67 
WilUaras, ... 21 
Harvard, ... 4 
Bowdoin, . . . 11 
Dartmouth, . . .24 
Middlebury, ... 14 


University of Vermont, 
Yale, 

Heidelberg, . 
University of Michigan, 
Wabash, . . . 
Illinoia, . 
Knox, . . 
Beloit, . . 

Total, 

Phillips, . . . 
Williston, 
Exeter, . 

Total, . . 








3 
Deduct twice counted, 

Total . 1 



NevmAfplkanU Received. 
The new applicants received and enrolled upon our list during 
the past year have been eighty-nine — a gain of eighteen over the 
previous year. 

Annual Iiwrease of Candidates. 
We continue the table which we have published now for several 
years, showing, with some alternations, the gradual increase of can- 
didates : 



For the year ending April S 



1846, 
1847, 

1848, 
1849, 



" 1854, 

« 1855, 

« 1856, 

" 1857, 
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We are fast coming back, in respect to numbers ^ded, to the 
point where the Society was in its palmiest days. Indeed, when 
we consider that by our present rule, immense numbers then aided 
in Academies are now excluded, it may be doubted whether we are 
not helping forward, here in New England, nearly as many men as 
the Society ever aided, on this ground. We ought to do so be- 
cause the population of New England is rasUy larger than it was 
twenty- five years ago — ^when the Society was in its highest state of 
activity. We confidently expect, that for a few years to come, as 
the result of the extensive revivals two years ago, our numbers 
will rise decidedly above the present mark. 

NwrAer of Churches Contribttting. 
We have elsewhere alluded to the feet that a larger number of 

churches in New England, do actually contribute to the Education 
cause, now, than formerly. Especially is this true, in the States of 
Maine, New Hampshire, Vermont and Connecticut. We continue 
a table which was prepared for last year, and to which we will add 
the results of the year which has just expired, and by this it will 
be seen at a glance, exactly how the matter stands. 



Apiiini, 



April », 

isso. 



In Maine, fH 

" New H&mpehire, 3( 

" Venn on t, i 

" MsBeachuaetts, 8i 

" Connecticut, J 

" Rhode Island, 1 



This shows an increasing interest in the causej but still how 
immensely la:^ is the field even here, in New England, which 
yields nothing for this work. There are more than fourteen hun- 
dred churches of our order in New England, and only two hun- 
dred and sixty-two have contributed any thing for this object during 
the past year. Out of New England we receive almost nothing. 
The Church of the Pilgrims in Brooklyn, N. Y., gave us a large and 
generous contnbution, and we received a small contribution from 
one of the churches of Chicaga With these two exceptions, all 
our contributions have come from New England churches. And 
if the Congregational churches of New England would give us ten 
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dollars apiece, on an average, it would very materially increase our 
income j and if they would give us fifteen or twenty dollars apiece, 
the amount would be adequate for all our wants. Surely this 
Society does not tax the energies of the churches heavily. 

Good Condition of out CoUeget. 

The present condition of our New England Colleges, liirqiBhes 
occasion for devout gratitude. Since the extensive revivals two 
years ago, the proportion of religious students in these Colleges is 
greater than it has been before for a century. God has answered 
the prayers of his people in behalf of these institutions, and has 
,poured upon them a plentiful rain. The present number of stu- 
dents in the four undergraduate classes, of the fourteen New Eng- 
land Colleges, is not iar from S,850, and very nearly half of the 
whole number are professors of religion. We speak particularly 
of the New England Colleges, because our information respecting 
them is more definite ; but very much the same state of things, so 
far as our knowledge extends, exists in other Colleges throughout 
the country. 

At the beginning of the present century the religious condition 
of our New England Colleges was truly deplorable. Very few 
professors of religion were found in them, and these few were a 
by-word, and a mark for the scomer. Infidelity seemed to have 
taken possession of the field, and was bold, scornful and perse- 
cuting. Our Colleges at that time were Harvard, Tale, Brown, 
Dartmouth and Williams, and though they were not all alike, in 
respect to their condition, it is safe to say that religion in them was 
at a very low ebb. From that time until this, there has been a 
steady improvement. At certain periods within the present cen- 
tury, almost the same result has been reached as at present, but not 
quite. After the great revivals of 1831 and '32, for several years 
the proportion of professing Christians among our students was 
very large, and probably the proportion, fitting for the ministry, 
was larger even than now. At that time the sentiment was much 
stronger than at present, that a religious student ought to have the 
ministry in view. Not much more than one-half of the professors 
of religion in our Colleges at the present time are looking forward 
to the ministry. But in respect to the actual proportion of religious 
students, the state of things u better than it has been before for a 
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hundred years. And the ^ect of thk U Been in the improved 
order and civility now prevalent, to a very large degree, in these 
institutiotis. So &r as our observation has extended, there la much 
less of that semi-bM'barism^ — of that fidse and un-christian eenti- 
ment among- the students — than in years past. 

Not only weie almost all of these institutions blessed with the 
special outpouring of the Spirit, in the recent extensive revivals, 
converting large numbers then in their course of education ; but 
the young men who have since entered, had been reached by the 
same blessed influence, in the academy, or in the congregation, so 
that the proportion of religious students who have entered the Col- 
lies since the revival has been as great, nearly if not quite, as the 
proportion actually in the institutions, ailer these revivals had done 
their work. 

In view of this state of things, our churches have reason to thank 
God and take courage. Though, as we have already said, many 
of these young men are not lookii^ to the ministry, the number of 
those who are, is still very great. They are to be our messengers 
of salvation to the world, after these who are now in active labor, 
shall have fallen asleep. Around this band of young men cluster 
the most sacred interests of the church. They are to be our lead- 
ers and standard-bearers in the years to come. 

General Condition «f the Country. 
In «ome previous reports, we have called attention to the fact, 
that matters pertaining to the religious condition of the country, 
imd especially to the relations of the Congregational and Presby- 
terian bodies, have, of late, been undergoing rapid and important 
changes. The union of these two denominations in the American 
Education Society, is virtually at an end. Many things yet remain 
to show that such a union has existed. All the rules and arrange- 
ments of the Society in this respect remain unaltered, so that if one 
had no knowledge of the subject, historically, but were looking at 
it only as he found it set forth in our constitution and laws, he 
might suppose that this union was still in vital force, and in full 
working order. But the old system of co-operation, of twenty-five 
years ago, no longer exists. W^ aid men, it is true, of the Presby- 
terian denomination, now, as then. We have never, in any instance, 
refused to assist a young man who applied to us, simply because he 
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was a FteBbyterian ; aad the same courtesy is, to a large extent, 
shown to men of the CongregatioDal £uth by our Fresbytenan 
brethren. Neverthelese, the two denomiuatious are virtually actiug 
apart ia all tliis, and not together, as formerly. There has been 
no violent or un&iendly separation, but the sundering of the old 
ties has taken place slowly, in accordance with the drill and ten- 
dency of the t^mes ; aad though the rules and many of the usages 
continue as before, yet these minor particulars will gradually be 
changed, so as to bring them into conformity with the central 
organic action of the two bodies. It would be a very natural and 
logical sequence to the action of the New School General Assembly, 
already taken upon the subject of Education, that no help should 
be afforded by Presbyterians, except to young men of the Presby- 
terian order. Nor do we mean to imply that there would be any 
thing narrow and ultra-sectartan in reaching such a conclusion. 
It comes naturally from the law of separate, instead of co-operative 
action. And though it may be some little time before matters will 
come to this condition, yet the tendency is clearly in this direction. 
As Congregationalists, we ought clearly to apprehend these facts 
and regulato our action accordingly. There can be no doubt that, 
for the years to come, the American Education Society is to be, by 
the natural drift of affiure, mainly a Congregational Society. The 
old union is broken, and will eventually be utterly dissolved. The 
great fields of the West, where our Congregational churches are 
thickly planted, are no longer under the old plan of union, but are 
free to act in concert with the Congregational churches of the East. 
It seems desirable, on many accounts, that we should be banded 
together and work in harmony, in this great enterprise of rising 
up ministers of the gospel. Our Congregational brethren at the 
West are, in some respects, more awake to the importance of this 
uiuted effort, than the men of the East. In many of the General 
Associations of the Western States, last year, this subject came up 
for consideration, and received a large measure of attention. There 
is as yet a somewhat unsettled state of feeling and opinion, as to 
the method by which this co-operation can be most effectually 
brought about. We would not, if we could, impose upon the 
Western churches any laws in this matter, or any system of organ- 
ization of our own. We deem it better, in every way, that they 
should act In their Congregational freedom in all this, and 



n,s,t,.,.d.:, Google 



OP THE AMERICAN EDrCATION BOCIETT. 13 

ordinate such systems as they can most effectually work, and such 
as are most in harmony with their own outward circumstahces. 
Only it is very greatly to be desired, that some system should be 
set in motion on those Western fields, which shall be vital and 
operative — one that shall bend the thought and energy of the 
churches in this direction. Whether the West shall become auxil- 
iary to us, or act independently, is a matter of small consequence, 
provided the cause itself is going forward. We may have the same 
unity in divereity, in this work, as we have in our Congregational 
polity itself. If all the West were made directly auxiliary to us, 
we should not expect, of course, -for many years, to be gainers 
pecuniarily by the union, but rather the reverse. But that those 
Western fields should yield something for this cause — that they 
should be actually worked for this object — is a point of great im- 
portance, not only for the present, but for the future. 

We have for many years had a direct connection with quite a 
number of our Western Colleges. Beloit, Iowa, Illinois, Wabash, 
Knox, Western Eeserve, Heidelberg, and Michigan University — 
aiding men in those Institutions, with the same freedom and con- 
stancy, as in the Colleges and Theological Schools of the East 
The number of applications from these Colleges at the West, it is 
true, has not at any one time been large, as the whole number of 
students in them is small, in comparison with those in the great 
Colleges of New England. Still, in the course of years, the num- 
ber of young men thus assisted, has been very considerable, and 
the money which we have paid, and which we were willing to 
pay, from our Treasury for this purpose, would amount to many 
thousands of dollars. The amount received in return from West- 
em churches is very small, and we have of late years felt, that the 
churches at the West, ceitainly many of them, might consistently 
bear a part in the work ; and we watch with interest all movements 
in this direction on the Western field, and rejoice in every attempt 
which is made toward orgamzation and efficient action. 

No denomination of Christians can prosper without a vigorous, 
well-trained, living ministry. This is one of those central forces, 
that cannot be overlooked and neglected. And if we, as Congre- 
gationalists, would be ready to do the work to which God calls us 
in this and in other lands, we must take care that the ministry is 
constantly recruited. And so far as we can act in living concert. 
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in this entei'prise, whether through one organizadon or many, the 
better will it he for us, 

Dtp:ultiei of the Way. 

Those ytho have had no practical experience of the labor and 
cost of a public education, and vho have never made a careful 
estimate of the details involved, have usually but little conceptioa 
of what a young man who is poor passes through, from the begin- 
ning to the end of his educational course. There is among our 
people a general sentiment, finding expression in manifold forms, 
that a young man who ia enei^etic, can make his own way in the 
world well enough, and that he will be all the better for the diffi- 
culties which he has to encounter and overcome. In this connec- 
tion the fact is ohea refeiTod to, that our successful men of busi- 
ness — our merchants, our manufacturers, as well as our professional 
men — have, to a large extent, risen from poverty to the positions 
which they now occupy. It is our gloiy as a people, it is to the 
praise of our institutions, that our young men do rise from humble 
beginnings to fill the high offices of trust and honor, and occupy 
stations of commanding influence in society. 

Besting upon this general fact, it is quite easy and natural for 
those who have not thought definitely upon the subject, to suggest, 
whenever the question of aiding a young man on his way to the 
ministry comes up, that it would be better for him to make his 
way alone ; that he will be all the stronger and abler for the 
effort ; and that if he has not the energy and force of character to 
do this, he is not wanted in the ministry. This is very easily said, 
and there is usually but little thought of what is involved in the 
effort which is to be made. The supposition, at the time, seems to 
be, that if the Education Society helps the young man, then he is 
relieved from the necessity of making any effort himself ; whereas 
the honest fact is, that hardly any class of men, rising up from 
poverty to take their places in the various departments of business, 
are ever called to any such struggle, as our young men pass 
through, even with the help which we afford. 

It is a very difierent matter for a young man who b poor, to go 
into a store, or to a trade, or on to a farm, where, all the while, he 
will be receiving his living for his labor, essentially, even in the 
earlier stages of the process, with constant prospects of advance- 
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meat and larger rewards. This is quite another thing than to start 
upon a ten-years' course of public education, where there is no pay 
for any of the labor which belongs to the course — where it is all 
outgo and no income — where from $200 to $300 a year is the 
smallest sum which will meet the expenses incurred, and where it 
is almost impossible for him to borrow money. The young man 
going into a store in early life, if he is faithful to his trust, if he 
exerts himself to meet the just approbation of his employers, if he 
fulfills faithfully and conscientiously his duties, will probably rise, 
step by step, to the condition of an honorable and wealthy merchant, 
and will be pointed at iu later life, as one who from humble begin- 
nings has made his way by his own efforts. And deservedly so. 
But in the matter of real struggle and toil, what has he passed 
through, in comparison with the young man who, from the same 
conditioQ in life, has fought his way throi^h a ten-years' course of 
education to the ministry. Even if he has had the help of the 
Education Society, he has not from that source receiyed a third 
part of what was needful for him ; and in addition to all the labor 
and anxiety of study, his mind has been perpetually exercised to 
supply his wants by such efforts as he could himself make. If one 
is looking for men who have risen from obscurity to occupy posi* 
tions of high i-esponsibility iu the world, it is our pride and boast 
as a people, that he can find them in our land in every department 
of life. But no where will he find a class of men who have 
encountered and overcome more difficulties, than the great body of 
those who have found their way to the ministry, through the aid 
and encouragement of this Society. Because they endured hard- 
ness, as good soldiers, and bore the yoke in their youth, they were 
prepared for the earnest and trying labors, upon which multitudes 
of them have since entered, and in which they are now engaged. 
They are at present our bold and efficient foreign missionaries, 
laboring in every part of the earth. Many of them are growing 
old in their distant fields of toil, while others are starting anew, 
animated with the hope and courage of youth. 

It is difficult to see how our Foreign Missionary enterprise 
could have been successfully prosecuted without the agency of 
these men. The American Board has drawn its laborers, to a large 
extent, from this very class. More than half of the ordained mis- 
sionaries sent forth by the American Board to every part of the 
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world, have been men brought on their way to the ministry 
through the agency of the Education Society. And it is a widely 
acknowledged fact, that our American missionaries are among the 
most able, faithful and successful laborei's in this great department 
of Christian eSbrt that have gone forth from any land. No mis- 
sionaries sent from other countries hare ever entered upon their 
work with more wisdom, energy and perseverance, or have made 
larger contributions to the great sum of human knowledge, than 
the men whom we have sent forth. Their praise is not only in all 
our churches, but in the churches of other lands they are known 
and honored, almost as much as in our own. Were it pi'oper to 
mention names in this connection, we might show that among these 
noble and self-denying men, none a^e more honored and deserving, 
than those whom this Society, twenty, thirty, forty years ago, took 
under its care, while they were yet in their youth, and helped 
them to prepare for the great work which they had in view. 

Throughout the broad fields of our Home Missionary labor- 
fields, where there has been almost as much of hardship, toil and 
suffering as in foreign lands, these men are also found in gieat 
numbers. They have borne the burden and heat of the day in 
the great enterprise of planting our Western churches, and laying 
the foundations of civilized and Christian society in the shades of 
the wilderness. The energy and force of character which they 
thus display in their years of active labor, are due mainly to their 
former training in the school of hardship. Had their early lives, 
as some suppose, been made easy, through the assistince which the 
Education Society afforded them, they, like others, would have 
been found unequal to this class of labors. But because they were 
called to a long continued, early struggle — ^because, in addition to 
our aid, they were taxed most severely to obtain their education — 
therefore were they ready, when that course was completed, to rise 
up at the call of the church, and say, "Here are we, send us. 
Send us where we are most needed, and where we can work most 
effectually for Christ. Send us east or west — to the destitute in 
our own land, or to the millions in other lands who are perishing 
through lack of vision," 

Large Compeiuatiom. 
There is hardly any cause of benevolence, where a small sum of 
money judiciously laid out, is productive of lai^er and more endur- 
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ing results, than the cause to which this Society devotes its 
energies. It is but a very small amouat, of^en, which decides the 
q^ueation, whether a young man, whom God has endowed with fine 
powers of intellect, and with a heart burning to do good, shall 
spend his life on the farm, or in the workshop, or shall go forth 
into the world, a herald of the cross of Christ, This decision must 
be made early in life, and cannot well be delayed beyond a few 
years, after the ijuestion comes up for consideration. However 
strong the desire may be in the young man to be educated for the 
ministry, if he is really poor, and no help is held out from any 
quarter, it is next to impossible for him to go forward. Judicious 
iiiends would probably advise against it, and reluctantly the young 
man would be led to relinquish his cherished wish and hope. But 
a little counsel, a little aid and encouragement, will make him bold 
for the attempt. This is the histoiy of hundreds of men, now 
laboring successfully in the ministry. They are free to declare, 
that had it not been for the Education Society, they never should 
have been ministers of the gospel. The difEculties were too great, 
Uie prospect too hopeless, without just this assistance. Many 
young men, in their inexperience, and without fully counting the 
cost, set out, it is true, with a strong determination to go through 
without applying to the Society for aid. But when the little sum 
which they had laid by for the purpose is all exhausted, (as it 
ordinarily is very soon, for it was but a little,) when they have 
tried in this direction and that, to find the man who wants to lend 
money to a poor student, until they are weary in body and in 
heart, and when the absolute impossibility of keeping on in their 
course of study, and at the same time earning the money to pay 
their bills, begins to stare them in the face, as a frightful but 
unquestionable fact, then, as "cold water to a thirsty soul," comes 
in the Education Society for their relief. Those who have been 
through this process, who have had the actual experience of a life 
like this, will understand these things as no others can ; but any 
one, by a little computation, can see how naturally things will come 
to this pass. 

In unnumbered instances the Education Society has settled the 
question, that such a young man shall not go back to the farm — to 
the store — to the workshop; but shall go on and become the 
earnest and efficient pastor — the large-hearted and self-denying 
missionary. 
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Two, three, or four hundred dollars thus expended, often secures 
a lifetime of vigorous and well'-directed labor in the Christian 
ministry. That yoimg man who, tbirty years ago, was living 
among the hills of New Hampshire, wandering over stony pastures, 
and looking out from his obscure retreat into the possibilities of 
his future life, his heart touched by the grace of God and burning 
to do good in the world— that young man, at a very slight expense 
to the church, in addition to what he with his mountain eneigies 
and force of character could do for himself, is now a Christian 
minister of large and conunanding influence, in one of our great 
cities. 

That modest boy, known as the best scholar in his district 
school, who thirty-five years ago went with hesitating steps and 
bashful look, to talk with his pastor, to see if any way could be 
devised by which he might obtain an education for the ministry, 
and who thus, in the course of time, came upon our list, is now the 
honored and beloved pastor of a large and influential church, many 
of whom have been converted under his ministry. 

That quiet and resolute youth, who lived among the hills of 
western Massachusetts, more than forty years ago, and from his 
humble life of poverty and toil, dared to hope that he might be a 
mintstor of Jesus Christ, is now one of our most honored mission- 
aries, and his name is familiarly known through the civilized 
world. 

These are examples illustradng the nature of our work. We 
can point to men in every part of our own land, and in every part 
of the world, now laboring in the ministry, because the Educa- 
tion Society helped them, as proofs of the economy and value of 
such an agency. It required only a little aid — a little encourage- 
ment — and then thi'ougb the long years that follow comes this 
noble compensation. We might point to individual men whose 
influence has been so wide and commanding, that the churches 
might well aSbrd all that they contribute !n a single year to secure 
the service for a lifetime of one such man. 

(Seeming Ohjeciioia. 

There are many things, especially here in New England, which 
combine to create the impression that a work like that in which the 
Education Society is engaged, b unnecessary. Men of perfectly 
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fair and candid minds, looking at certain aspects of the subject, bat 
so situated that their view^ is necessarily somewhat partial and con- 
tracted, are led to think that an agency like tins might safely 
be dispensed with, and the great cause of ministerial education 
be left to take care of itself. 

There is in the first place the well-known fact, that when any 
important church is vacant, there seem always to be a very large 
number of ministers ready to take the place. Committees of vacant 
parishes have fi-equent occasion to tell how many applications have 
been made, directly or indirectly, for the pulpit which they, for the 
lime being, have in charge. From the accounts thus given, it 
would seem as though there were already many more ministers 
than could possibly find emplojrment. Especially when the appli< 
cations at a great many different points where vacant parishes occur 
are all added together, it seems, at first view, to imply that the 
swarm of ministers without place or occupation is almost innu- 
merable. 

It rec^uires more than a passing glance to understand this matter 
aright. A fact like this does not necessarily imply that many min- 
isters are out of employment. It may imply this, but not neces- 
sarily. It is true, undoubtedly, that a large number of ministers 
are trying in some measure to better their worldly condition. Liv- 
ing, as so many of them do, upon small and inadequate salaries, 
where it is only by the greatest carefulness and economy that they 
can make a decent provision for themselves and their households, 
b it strange that they should be ready to accept, or even to seek 
for a place, where they may secure for themselves, theur wives 
and children, an ea^er condition ? It is largely from tMs class 
that appUcadons come for these vacant pulpits, and not mainly 
from those who are entirely out of employment Undoubtedly 
there are many of this latter class, but not so many as might be 
inferred from the fact under consideration. 

It is moreover a false inference to conclude, that the applications 
at all the different vacancies are to be added together, in order 
to obtain the whole number of those who are seeking a settlement 
Inquiry would undoubtedly show that the same names repeat 
themselves on the lists of applicants at various points. This may 
be a somewhat undesirable and unnatural state of things ; but it 
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does by no means imply, of itself, that there is any such surplus of 
ministers as might at first appear. 

Our large and prominent churches are not without blame for this 
state of things. They encourage too much the idea of this long- 
continued and wholesale candidating. The efifect of it is to excite 
hope and expectation in this minister and that, by an invitation to 
occupy the pulpit for a Sabbath or two, in order that a judgment 
may be formed whether the man will serve their purpose or not, 
without much thought how wide a disturbance is caused, and how 
many hearts are wounded and grieved by the process. 

Now in all such cases the presumption is, that the ministers who 
are thus invited and set aside, one after another, are not men out of 
employment, else they would not receive the invitation. The 
probability is, that almost every one of them is filling some impor- 
tant place. And to reckon up these various candidates as ministers 
out of place, would give a false impression. 

sun it is not to be denied, that here in New England at least, 
there are many miiusters who would like employment, but fail for 
a long time to £nd it. Almost every settled pastor is familiar with 
cases of this sort. He has had upon his hands, perhaps for years, 
the burden of some minister looking for a parish, but failing to 
find one. He has written letters in his behalf, in this direction and 
that, until he is heartily tired of the business ; and he is led to 
think that it is entirely useless, and worse than useless, for the 
Education Society to raise up more ministers, when there are min- 
isters seeking employment, and seeking in vain. 

We have stated the case plainly, and even strongly. In answer 
it may be said, that New England is only a small part of the land, 
and a still smaller part of the world ; while from its position and 
character, it has had much to do in raising up ministers. Unfor- 
tunately, there is always a tendency among men to linger around 
the spot where they are bom and brought up, and where they have 
received their intellectual culture. No one would wish to deny 
that New England has raised up more ministers than she needs for 
home consumption. It is her glory that she haa sent her sons, 
trained and prepared for the ministerial office, to every part of the 
land and the world. This has been one prominent feature of her 
great mission. And in carrying forward a work like this, it is hut 
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natural that a larger number of men should linger about their 
homes, than are required for home uee. No one can doubt that 
there are openings enough in the broad £elds of the West for any 
good and earnest laborer, and that if those men, who fail to find 
employment here, would betake themselves to the more destitute 
portions of the land, they would find work enough to be done. 
This same objection might almost always be raised in these older 
paits of the country. It is not peculiar to the times through 
which we are passing. It has always been so, and probably will 
be so for a long time to come. But shall the great work stop on 
this account ? Would it be wise to wait until all such materials 
are appropriated ? 

It is inevitable, in any great profession, that there will be some 
unsuccessful men. In this respect, the ministry compares most 
fevorably with either of the other learned professions. But there 
will always be some ministers out of place, whatever precautions 
may be taken. 

Conclusion. 
As we turn from the work of the past year, to that which is to 
come, it is with a feeling that we have reached a kind of crisis in our 
affairs. With the increasing number of candidates, we must have 
a more full and adequate income, else we cannot do the work upon 
our hands. It is of the highest importance that the young men in 
their course of study should be kept, as fax as possible, free from 
doubt and uncert^nty, as to the amount which they are to receive 
from us. They have enough of care and anxiety with respect to their 
other supplies, without having this additional one. When their 
plans are laid out, for a full quarterly appropriation, and they find 
themselves cut down to half or three-fourths of the expected amount, 
it produces a feeling of uncertainty and discouragement. Pressed 
to the last degree before, they know not how to encounter this new 
trial. The little bills which are constantly accumulating, they wish 
to pay according to their promise, and they cannot faQ in this re- 
spect, without subjecting themselves to the suspicion of laxity and 
dishonesty. Creditors cannot be expected to sympathize in all 
the trials aud uncertainties of the student They look for their 
pay at the time agreed upon, and are not willing to accept any 
excuse for non-payment. 
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We do especially desire to place tliis cause upon a high and 
honorable basis, so that we may impact conEdeace and strength to 
the young men under our care, and enable them, by carefulneBS 
and economy, to meet their responsibilities. We trust that the 
year to come will witness to the rapid extension of an interest on 
this subject among our churches. It is but little that we need to 
do a work which is great, and which will be productive of great 
results in the future. 
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AMEBICAN EDUCATION SOCIETT. 



CONSTITUTION 



AMERICAN EDUCATION SOCIETY. 



The object of this Society ia to educate pious young men for the 
gospel miniairy. 

Article I.* Any person who shall subscribe and shall pay into 
the Treasury at one time, one hundred dollars, and if a clergyman, 
forty dollars, shall be an honorary member ; and shall ha?e a right to 
sit and deliberate in all meetings of the Society. But all members 
hereaAer added to the Society, who shall be entitled to vote, shall be 
chosen by ballot at an annual meeting. 

Art. II. A permanent fund, consisting of bequests, legacies, and 
donations, given for this special purpose, shall be formed by the 
Directors. 

Abt. III. There shall annually be chosen, by ballot, a President, 
Vice President, Treasurer, and Secretary, who shall also be Clerk, 
and such other officers as may be found necessary ; who shall continue 
in office till others shall be chosen in their stead. 

Abt. IV. This Society shall, from time to time, by ballot, elect 
such a number of honorary Vice Presidents as they may judge expe- 
dient. 

Art. V. The Society shall annually appoint, by ballot, eleven 
Directors ; who, together with the President and Vice President of 
the Society, shall constitute a Board of Directors, five of whom shall 
constitute a quorum at any meeting regularly conrened. It shall be 
the duty of this Board to increase the funds of the Society, by solic- 
iting themselves, and by appointing and instructing agents to solicit, 
the aid requisite to achieve the object in view. This Board shall have 
the power of appropriating all monies for the support of beneficiaries; 
of examining and selecting candidates for patronage ; of appointing 

May, 16126. 
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CONSTTTUTION. 37 

committees to examine and recummend its applicants living in distant 
parte; and, generally, of transacting all business necessary for the 
furtherance of the objects of this Society, not otherwise herein pro- 
vided for. The Directors shall also keep a fair record of their pro- 
ceedings, and annually make report of their transactions to ihe Society. 
Art. VI. Qualified candidates may be aided, in each stage of 
preparatory education for the ministry ; but, except in very singular 
cases, no applicant shall be assisted, even in the Arst stage, who shall 
not produce, from serious and respectable characters, unequivocal 
testimonials of hopeful piety, promising talents, and real indigence; 
nor shall any person be continued on this foundation, whose instructor 
or instructors, except in very special cases, shall not annually exhibit 
to the Directors, satisfactory evidence, that in point of genius, dili- 
gence, literary progress, morals and piety, he is a pr(tper character to 
receive aid from these sacred funds ; in addition to which, each ben- 
eficiary, after his admission into any college, shall annually exhibit to 
the Directors, a written declaration, that it continues to be hia serious 
purpose to devote his life to the gospel ministry. 

Art. VII. Any person who has been assisted by this Society, and 
whose name ahall be stricken from the list of beneticiaries, because of 
misconduct, or other deficiency in regard lo the qualifications required 
by the Constitution, and the Rules of the Directors ;* or, who shall 
have concluded not to devote himself to the gospel ministry, shall, 
within a reasonable time, refund the sum expended for his educatitMi, 
with lawful interest, whenever required by the Directors, 

Art. VIII. The President, and in his absence, the Vice President, 
in concurrence with three of the Directors, shall have power to call 
special meetings of the Society. 

Art. IX. The Treasurer shall be bound with two sureties, in a 
reasonable sum, to be determined by the Directors, to the faithful dis- 
charge of his duty. He shall vest the property of the Society in the 
safest and most productive forms ; make payments and advances of 
money, from time to lime, agreeably to the orders of the Directors ; 
and annually render to the Society a written account of all receipts 
and enpenditutes within the year, of the amonnt of iU funds, and of 
the manner in which they are vested ; — this account to be previously 
examined and approved, in writing, by a Committee of the Society, 
annually chosen for the purpose. He shall also give to the Directors, 
whenever they request it, a particular account of the state of the 
Treasury, 

Art. X. The Society shall meet annually at such time and place 

* The Rules of the DireclDis are pripted m a pamphlet, nhich may be obtained b; 
appUcadon atthe RooEQs in Boeton. Thej' contain ml 
all the aperationB of the Society. 
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as the Directors shall appoint, to elect officers, to hear the report of 
I and of the Treasurer, and to transact other neceasary 



Art, XI. At all meetinga of the Society, twelve members shall be 
fequisite to constitute a quorum ; and every meeting of the Society, 
and of the Directors, shall be opened with prayer. 

Art. XII. The Presidents of all Societies, auxiliary to this, which 
shall pay annually one thousand dollars into the Treasury of this So- 
ciety, shall be, ex officio, honorary Vice Presidents of this Society. 

Art. XIII.* Whenever a Society shall be formed, by the inhab- 
itants of any State or district, which shall adopt the essential principles 
of this Constitution, especially the provisions of the sixth article, as the 
basis of its own, such Society, upon the due notice of its existence, 
and desire of uni»n, may be received, by a vote of the Directors, as ao 
Auxiliary of ihe American Society. 

Every such Auxiliary Society shall possess the right of appointing 
its own officers, including a Board of Directors and a Treasurer ; and 
also the right of appropriating its own funds for the assistance of 
beneticiaries, who shall have, in all respects, the requisite qualifica- 
tions. Every candidate for such assistance shall be examined by a 
committee of three competent men, two of whom shall he appointed 
by the Directors of said Auxiliary Society, and one, by the Directors 
of this Society ; and, if approved, may prosecute his studies, prepar- 
atory to the ministry, under the immediate superintendence of the 
Directors of said Auxiliary Society ; or, if they shall deem it expedi- 
ent, such candidate may he committed to the charge of the Directors 
of this Society. All monies of any Auxiliary Society, not appropri- 
ated as above, shall be transmitted to the general treasury; and when- 
ever the exigencies of such Society shall exceed its own resources, it 
may apply for assistance to the Directors of this Society. 

Art. XIV. Presidents of Auxiliary Societies shall be, ex officio, 
members of this Society, and also honorary members of the Board 
of Directors. 

Art. XV. The Directors shall have power to supply any vacancies 
that may occur in their own Board, or in the officers of the Society, 
tilt the next annual meeting. 

Art. XVI. No alteration of this Constitution shall be made, except 
on recommendation of the Directors, and by vote of three-fourths of 
the members present, at an annua) meeting ; or unless the proposed 
alteration shall have been submitted to the Society, in writing, at a 
previous meeting. 

• As amended. Hay, 1850. 
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FOREIGN MISSIONARIES. 



Tbb following Foreign Missionaries, one hundred and -sixty in number, 
were assisted in their education for the ministry by the AmericiD Education 
Society. About fifteen others, m&kiDg in all oue hundred and seTeuty-five, 
were assisted by the Auziliariee, before thej became connected with the 
Parent lostitDtioD as they now are. 

Andrew Abraham, Snulh Aft-ica 
Henry M, Adam*. Qaboon 
WilliHm Aitchison, Chips 
OrBon F. Allen, ArmeniBiit 
William Arm., Borneo 
William P. Arms, Norliieni An»>n 



Dyer Ball, China 
Juper N. Ball, Araienian. 
Henry Ballaniine, MahrallDS 
William P. Barkrr, do 
Herman N. Barnum, Norllwra Arm 
JoMph W. Earn, Africa 
Albert G. Beehee, Armeniau 
William A, Benlon, Syria 
Hiram Bingham, Micronmia 
Aiher BliH, Caitaraueua Indiana 
Daniel Bli», Syria 
Edwin E. Bliia, Aroieniam 

lUBC G. BIlM, do 

Isaac Klin, Sandwieb lalandi 
Frederick H. Biewiier, China 
Henry H. Bridgman, Zaloi 
Horaiio Bryant, Alhen* 
James C. Bryant, South Africa 
Rufu) F. Buell, Corfu 
l.yiander T. Burbank, Assyria 



Jessa Ca9< 



ell. West Africa 



in E. Chandler, Madura 
Henry Cherry, Madura 
Ephraim W. Clark, Sandwich Islands 
William Clark, Armenians 
George W. Coan, Neitoriana 
Henry M. Cobb, do 

Joseph G. Cochran, do 
Jacluon Q. Cuffing, Southern Armenians 
Daniel T. Cnnde, Sandwich Islands 
Edwiird Cops, Ceylon 
Oliver Crane, Armenians 
Seneca Cummingi, China 



Horace Foole, Syria 
Cochran Forbes, Sandwich Islauda 
George Ford, Madura 
H. 3. G. French, Siam 
Ozro French, Mahraltns 
Alvin B. Good ale, Soulbem Armci 
Edwin Goodell, Armeiuans 
ZenasGi 

Allen Grnves, Mahreltai 
ijeph K. Greene, Northein 



Aldiu Groi 






nes Herrick, Madura 
el K. Hinsdale, Nestorians 
rveyR. Hilrbcock.Saadwii 
Ian H. Hitchcock, Madras 
nry R, Hnisingion, Ceylon 
illism W. Howland, do 
nothy Dwighl Hunt, Sandw 
lings, Ceylon 



m Hub 



h Africi 
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NalbanTcl A. Kejet, Syria 

Jonas King, D. D., Gmce 

George C. Knapp, Aiiyiia 

Daniel Ladd, Armeniaus 

WiUlam W. LivingaLon.^fo, Armeniaiu 

Henry Lobdell, Assyria 

David B. Lyman, Saodwicb Lilands 



Lynn: 



Lorei 

Ellphal Maynard, Si 

tieorge W. McMillan, Madura 

WilJiam W. Meriam, Nonherii ArmeDii 

CjTUl T.Mills, Ceylon 

Colby C. Miicbell, Nettoriani 

Chailei F. Horse, Arm#niuis 

Samuel Mosely, Chnclaws 

Sendol B. Munger, Uahraiiai 

William C. Munree. Hayii 

Saniuel Hunson, Indian Ari:liipelBgo 

Clarendon F. Muiiy, Madura 

Joseph T. Noyes, Ceylon 

Saniuel Palmer, Africa 

Benj. W. Parker, Sandwich Iilandi 

Peter Parker, a. d., China 

Benjamin Parsons, Armenian! 

Joaiata Peabndy, do 

Lyman B. Peel, Cbioa 

Jnuin Perkins, d. d,, Nestoriant 

Ira F. Pellibone, ArmenUna 

George Pierson, Cboetawa 

Siepben C. Piiley, Zulus 

John F. Pogue, Sandwich Islaodi 

George A. PoJIard, Armeniaiu 

Rollin Porler, Wesi Africa 

Philander O. Power!. Armeaiani 

Ira M. PresLon, Weu Africa 

William Raymond, Africa 

WiHiaoi Richards, Sandwich lalandi 

William L. Richards, China 

Ephfaim P. Roberls, Microneaia 



Elijah Robbins, Zulu! 

Samuel P. Rabbins, Siam 

Cbariei RobiusoD, do 

David Rood, South Africa 

George B. Rowel I, Sandwich lalauds 

Benjamin Schneider, Armenians 

Eiekiel C. Scudder, Arcot 

Wiltiam C. Sbipmaii, Micronesia 

Asa B. Smith, On-gon Indians 

Jobn C. Smiih, Ceylon 

Lowell Smith, Sandwich Island! 

Benjamin O. Snow, Micronesia 

Ephraim Spaulding, Sandwich Islands 

Henry H. Spaulding, Oregon Indians 

Cyrus tjlone, Mahratlas 

Seth B. Stone, South Africa 

John C, Strong, Choctaws 

Joseph W. Sutphen, Annenians 

Edwin Teele, Cherokee! 

Amherst L. Thompson, Neatoriani 

James L. Thompson, Cyprus 



Br Thon 



n, Syria 



Reuben Tinker, Sandwich Islands 
Elkanab Walker. Oregon Indians 
William Walker. West Africa 
Cephas Washborn, Cherokeaa 
George T. Washburn, Madura 
Edward Webb, Madura 
Crosby H. Wheelei, Armenians 
Leonard H. Wheeler, C^ibwas 
William T. Wheeler, West Africa 
Hyman A. Wilder, Souih A&ica 
Royal G. Wilder, Abmednuggur 
Worcester Willey, Cherotees 
Oliver W. Winebt 
WiQiam Wood, Mahrallu 
Alfr«l Wright, ChociBws 
Asber Wright, ScDecaa 
Robert Wjman, Ceylon 
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TEMPORARY SCHOLARSHrPS. 

A aubacription or donation of aeventj-five dollars a year, continued for 
seven years, conslitu tea what is called a Tempo ha bt Schulakship; with 
which the Society will aim to carry one young man through his courte of 
education for the ministry. 



FORM OP A BEQUEST. 

Item.— I do ferefrjgwe flnrfftegtwa/A to the American Education Society, 
the sum of dollars, to he paid within months 

after my decease, and to be applied to the usee and purposes of that Society. 

ROOMS OP THE SOCIETY. 
The RoomBofthe American Education Society are at 15 Comhill, Boston. 
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I AY 39, 1860. 



BY BEV. ANDKEW L. STONE. 



BOSTON: 
8 OF T. R. MARTIN & SON, 42 CONGRESS STREET. 
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DISCOUESE. 



It is in the hope and &ith of the Church that the time shall 
come when this Scripture shall he repeated no more. But that 
time is not yet. On all earnest lips, both in counsels and in 
prayers, these words still linger. Let one ascend some spiritual 
height of ohserration beneath which all the desolations of earth lie 
spread out, let him survey the broad harvest-field, stretching away 
in continental vastness, and gemming with island wealth the vastw 
oceans — all white unto the reaping time — and then look for the 
hands that are to gather in the countiess sheaves, a reaper here and 
there, one perhaps for a thousand miles of border line, see the sickle 
thrust in upon some remote verge of the standing gr^, while its 
magnificent equatorial interior, equally ready for the garner, Ilea 
silent and stLrless in unbroken solitude, or visited at long intervals 
by explorers who come and go only to repeat after one another the 
comment, " This too is every whit ripe for harvesting," he could 
give emphasis to the utterance — -"The laborers are few." This 
broad view is the one to take, the only one that is just and adequate. 
Surveying a section of the field, especially having our position 
where a busy group of reapers are almost struggling together for a 
few sheaves in the midst of them, it shall seem to us, perhaps, that 
the local supply outruns the demand ; I say " teems" for any com- 
plete exploration of the home field, any fiiir summing up of the 
unevangelized at our doors, would still confirm the general con- 
clusion that the work b too mighty for the few that have it in 
diai^. But if that seeming were to pass for die truth, there 
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would be but a lai^uid response to any appeal, whether irom 
human or divine lips, the burden of which should he, " Pray ye 
therefore the Lord of the harvest, that he raise up and send into 
the £eld more laborers for his harvest." 

And let us remember whose voice it is that speaks this plaintive 
testimony — the voice of One who came from the fields of glory into 
the harvest-field of earth, who came to spend strength and life 
beneath the heat and burden of the day, who entered in and toiled 
and reaped till that mortal faintness came upon him, and who, 
seeing his band of helpers so small, in grief and sadness complained 
— " The laborers are few," The angels all worship and obey him — 
twelve legions would hasten at his soilest word, to reap and bind at 
his ude. But this is a work that only human hands can do. The 
sickle fits - only a human grasp ; Christ himself entered humanity 
as his outfit for such laboring, and men must be his fellow-laborers. 
Will the Church hear her Lord, let his sorrowing word rest on 
her heart, and for his sake make herself a nuising mother, giving 
unto him fireely and fully and continuously her foster-children, 
until his heart is satisfied 7 

What then is her responsibility in this matter — the respoJinbility 
of the Chitrch in fttrmshtng laborers to gather the harveat of 
her Lord? 

This responsibility begins ^tber hack than we are accustomed 
Jo think. When .a young preacher of the Gospel rises up before 
us, eq^uipped for the ministry of the wor^, his mind tutored vrith 
careful discipline, his soul full of the love of Jesus, and beseeches 
ue, 'Send me &r hence bom this Christian Jerusalem unto the 
Gentiles,' we feel that the time has come to act. Here's a laborer 
ready for the field. Here's something tangible and present ; im- 
mediate fhiitfulness invites our investments. Yes, but it is also 
our duty to create the laborer, so to speak, out of the raw material. 
A great work has been wrought by somebody when that laborer, 
accomplished for the toil, presents himself for .our commission. 
A work of padent years, of large pecuniary outlay, and in this 
seme, of great self-sacrifice. Who has done this work ? That Is 
one question. And another is, to whom does this work belong ? 
Do you say, it belongs to the candidate, to the youthful aspirant 
himself! Why does this part of the charges belong to him more 
than any other ? Why isn't it as miicb his duty to go Ibrth at Ms 
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own chargeB, and to sustdn himself at his ova charges, as to pre- 
pare himself at his own charges ? Why ought he not to take the 
whole upon his own cost, as well as a part ? Are not the years of 
preparation as truly given to the work of the Lord, as the years 
that follow ? Are they not a heavier burdeu upon private resources, 
because in this sense absolutely unproductive and unremuneratiTe, 
than the later years ? Is not this the time of all others when hope 
droops in the long struggle with penury, and doubt, and fear, and 
despondency, a gloomy triumvirate, usurp the dominion of the soul ? 
Will this weary apprendceship succeed ? Will it not be cut short 
by early mortahty ? Will not some inevitable switch run this 
youthful and pious venture off the track ? The sorest conflict, the 
deepest perplexity are in this portion of die career often. Must 
the youthful devotee fight these battles alone, and has he only on 
the strength of victory thus far, and success in getting ready for 
the start, a claim to be helped off? In furnishing and sending 
forth the conquering fleets of salvation, must every man build his 
own craft, and then is he entitled for the first time to ask assist- 
ance in launching it from the ways ? 

Practically, we often reason so, but I confess the philosophy of 
tins clEum is not clear to me. True, this earlier bounty would be 
given in uncertainty as to any returns — it would be subject to the 
liability of imposition from unscrupulous ambition, avaihng itself of 
a claritable start for its own schemes, and we might say that all 
professions and trades agree in exacting the outlay of preparatory 
years before they b^^ to give back the humblest rewards. Well, 
as to the uncertainly, our later bounties are equally in the dark, the 
ship deep freighted with the bread of life may founder on the 
lonely Bea»~-we sow in feith only, whether earlier or later ; the 
liability ui^d would be an argument for carefulness rather than 
abstinence, and the apprenticeship to business is every hour of it an 
investment for pecuniary returns and earthly fortunes ; but in thii 
service there are no golden prizes. 

But pausing a little in this line of thought, retaining in mind 
now only so much as this, that the responsibility of the Church for 
this sacred supply begins farther back than the threshhold of the 
profession itself, let us signalize some of the parts of this responsi- 
iaiky. 

1. How much, brethren, do we pray this divinely appointed 
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prayer I have quoted from the Bedeemer's tongue : " O Lord of 
the harvest, raise up and send forth laborers iato thy harreet ! " 
We have an annual concert in respect to this specific supplication. 
Some more thooghtM and coraprebeoaive petitioner will cross the 
track of it perhaps in the mtmthly missionary concert. But do we 
mimstere mingle it distinctdrely with our Sabbath intercesBions— do 
we church members feel and express die burden in our social 
prayer meetings ? Do we heads of families pray it at the house- 
hold altar, and in our children's hearing ? Do we private Chris- 
tians Unger over and wrestle with it in the closet of evening and 
morning sacrifice ? Does the Great Dispenser wait tiU his people 
become earnest and importunate, before he ^ves ? Does our 
silence shut the windows of heaven, and hinder God's working as 
truly as though it shortened the arm of Omnipotence ? Does the 
infinite compassion conunune thus with its own yearnings, " O, 
that my people would inquire (^ me to do this thing for Uiem " ? 
And is the noticeable diversion of the streams of youthfid piety, in 
this our day, into channels of worldly enterprise, monumental of 
the dearth of prayer in this one direction — intended to startle us 
into a recognition of our forgetfulness and neglect, and to open 
before us now Uus channel deep and wide for our soul's fiillness ? 
We have been praying much— so much prayer has never ascended 
&om earth as within these two or three summers and winters gone 
— ^but it has been distinctdvely for the reviving presence of the 
Holy Ghost^-distinctively for individual cases that seemed to chal- 
lenge the utmost heroism of iaith, and the utmost power of grace— 
distinctively for union and concord among all lovers of Christ and 
men. Have we forgotten a special call upon God, the very words 
of which have been framed to our using, and for the sound of 
which the ear of God has been aching ? Come, brethren, we have 
this marvelous power to try, on this great interest — a power whose 
marvels never had such grand and blessed illostratiDns as in these 
very instant days. Lord, teach us to pray this prayer I 

2. Again — ^how ready are we to give our own sons to this service 
of the Iiord ? Is it a thought which we keep steadily before thw 
minds from their in&nt days, ' My child, you are God's — he owns 
you absolutely ; see, your parents have recognized his claim, and 
given you up to him, to serve him as he needs you most.' Would 
we rather they should be successful traders, merchant princes, great 
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manufiictuiers, eminent counselors — tlian humble, rural ambas- 
sadors from God to man 7 A very eminent clei^yman said to me 
not long since, " You know it was a coming down for me to enter 
the ministry. I had wealth, &mily, social standing, and briUiaat 
worldly prospects." I told him simply that I could not agree with 
him in his estimate of the transition ; that I thought the calling of 
die Christian minister whs highest in honor and place of all earthly 
possibilitiea. Well, he seemed to think it was natural, perhaps, 
that that should be my view, and equally natural that the other 
should be his view. I believe I felt nauseated even to faintnese. 
Is there much of that feeling with men of means in the Church ? 
Do they think that it is well enough for poor boys, with no pros- 
pects, to study for the tninutiy, and that if they get a call to 
preach the Gospel in some backwoods settlement, upon a sdpend 
which will just keep the wolf &om the door, it is on the whole 
quite a success for them ? Would it be to these parents a disap- 
pointment and a trial to have their own well-nurtured boys, to 
whom tb^ can give so handsome an introdncdon into business 
life, and so splendid a start for a mercantile career, turn with theii 
whole heart of choice, into this obscure path, and sbk all worldly 
schemes and hopes in this lowly venture 1 Do they labor diligently 
to secure in these young hearts this choice, so unattractive to a 
worldly eye ? Do ^y seek to animate these youthful souls with a 
noble amlntion, and a heroic ardor to be banner-bearers for the 
Captun of our Salvation, at the rude and perilous outposts of the 
conquering kingdom ? Do they fill them with exalted ideas of 
the grandeur and digni^ of the office of a messei^r of truth and 
peace to their lost fellow-men, whether in cities or in the wilder- 
ness, or amid the darkness and degradation of heathen n^ht — of its 
proper and tender benevolence — of its Christ-likeness, and of its 
unspeakably precious rewards and joys here and hereafter ? 

Or do they rather furnish facilities, in a quiet way, for the reali- 
zation of a worldly ambition — shape the training for a vigoroos 
and athletic rivalry amid earthly compedtions, and gladly open doors 
to these young feet into the thronged arena where the prizes of this 
life are won ? I don't beUeve in forcing or crowding even our 
piooB sons into the ChrisUan ministiy. No man will be happy or 
nse^l there who goes in by such constraint, and is perpetually re- 
gretting his decbion. No man whose heart is not in it, who does 
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not count it a priceless privilege to have die good news to publish, 
and the trainiDg of men for immortal destiiiies ia his hand, ought 
for one moment to attempt its functions ; hut it will be impossible 
for us to conceal our real sentiments from the sharp inspection of 
youi^ eyes in the home ; and though it is not certain, that if the 
deepest longing of our souls should be that God would honor us 
and our ofl&pring by making them heralds of his grace, their 
choicea will centre upon this calling ; it will be very atrai^, on 
the other hand, if our real preference for a money-making businesB 
career for our children should not draw powerfully their choices 
and tastes into the same channel Down in the honest desires of 
oar hearts on this subject, what is the honest troth ? Who shall 
consecrate their children to tbii sacred work, if Christian parents 
will not 1 What is distinctive of a Christian parent ? Not to love 
his boy with an undying pulse of affection— to wish him a high 
and honorable career in life— 4o hold him back from vice and crime 
— to equip him for virtuous and manly action in his day and gen- 
eration. There is many a worldly parent who comes up to the full 
measure of such a solicitude as tins. It is distincttve of a Chris- 
tian in such a relation, to look upon Ha child as belonging to 
Christ, to dedicate him to Christ, to train him up for Christ, to 
give him away to any service of Christ, whose demands are most 
ui^ent ; to borrow the words of Hannah over the youi^ Samuel : 
" Therefore he shall be lent to the Lord ; as long as he liveth, he 
shall be lent to the Lord." 

And who can so greatly relieve the Church and the assodationa 
having her movements in chai^, as the men whose worldly posi- 
tion is such that they can snstun the harden of equipping their 
own sons for this exalted service. I am not saying that there is 
not need for Christian merchants, that there is no sphere for glori- 
fying God and helping men in the walks of gainful industry — but 
what a blessing it were for every Christian household to give one 
son, at least, to swell the ranks of that little company that declare 
the word, and to wear the crown at last which shall be placed on 
the brow of him who turneth many to righteousness ! 

8. And then we may help those who denre to eater the vineyard 
as such laborers, but have not the means to make themselves reAly. 
If they vrill give themselves, they do in that pve their all If they 
give themselves, their mind, thdr strength, their toil, it is not 
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totrecaonabh that the Church should furnish the rest. Take a 
young lad aa he graduates from our common school system, with 
tbe education with which most persons of their age feel that th^y 
are competent to begin to try their hand at the initial processes of 
some remnneraUTe life-work. The unretuming outlay upon them 
perhaps pauses there. From that threshold of resolve they have 
strength and wit to earn at least, their daily bread. Thek nimble 
feet and unquestioning obedience and alacrity make them perhaps 
even more desirable helpers in nxany walks of business than older 
candidates. So they are fairly ready, at the age of fourteen or 
sixteen, to be laundied. Lay now a hand of airest upon one of 
them. Say to him, ' You cannot begin now to strike a stroke for 
yourself— you must ^Te yet a couple of years to elementary classi- 
cal Indies — then four years more to a collegiate course — then three 
years additional to professional study, and so enter the ministry 
and serve God at the altar.' You exact from him thus e^ht oi 
nine years of totally unproductive labor, in the pecuniary sense — 
through all of which he must be fed, clothed, lodged, transported 
from place to place, furnished with books, and lights, and warm 
rooms, and all the facilities for study, and yet cannot earn, except 
at the expense of diversion from his purpose and the outlay of 
more time upon it, one penny to pay his way. These nine years 
would have laid up for him in a buraness career, quite a little 
business capital — they would have delivered him from the oppres- 
sive sense of dependence — 'they would have possessed him all 
altmg with the ennobling consciousness that all he need ask of earth 
or heaven in his daily tasks is health and a providential blessing— 
they would have given him the gr^t blesung of attending, instead 
of a snppliant hand, a hand of bounty to his near and dear kindred — 
they would perhi^ have crowned im youthful hopes and affections 
with domestic ties, and have opened his proud and happy eyes upon 
a home of his own. We. say to him no ; take these most tell- 
ing and productive years — the years that form business habits, and 
educate in bumnesa [sinciples — and tiutt bring in with every annual 
revolution a larger income, and establish a young man in the con- 
fidence of the community, and make his place — give up these 
years, for no present revenue, for. no promise of fiiture enriching, 
to a course of study arduous and exhuiBtjng in itself, and making 
you a burdeai upon kindred and home — a dependent upon some 
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